Aurora Mental Health Center

11059 E. Bethany Drive, Suite 200, Aurora, Colorado, 80014  (  303-617-2300  (  Fax 303-617-2397  (  www.aumhc.org[image: image1.wmf] 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AURORA YOUTH OPTIONS RECEIVED THE COLORADO JUVENILE COUNCIL'S "PROGRAM OF THE YEAR" AWARD.
May 25, 2010, Aurora, CO - Aurora Youth Options (AYO), a program hosted by Aurora Mental Health Center, received the "Program of the Year" Award from the Colorado Juvenile Council at their awards luncheon on Friday, May 21, 2010. AYO received this honor as a result of the work of supporting and preparing at-risk adolescents to take the first steps toward a new beginning. 

“AYO helps youth grow emotionally and physically while building on protective factors. To act as a diversion from gangs, drugs, truancy and other negative behaviors.  AYO has supported 70 youth join the Police Athletic League (PALS) program which allows youth to learn and develop skills in mixed martial arts and most importantly develop a relationship with a local police officer,” said Sgt. Graham Dunne, Aurora Police Department. 

AYO targets at-risk youth of middle and high school ages that appear to be headed toward trouble, either gang activity, criminal behavior or dropping out of school. AYO helps support youth in the City of Aurora, with real opportunities for self-discovery and personal growth.  They work with each youth to connect them with a community resource (sports, arts, career interests, school resources, etc.) or a mentor.

“AYO is an excellent example of effective collaboration creating synergistic care in the community by linking youth with existing programs and creating gap-filling programs such as mentoring. This innovative program has created a win-win environment that helps build sustainability for youth serving organizations and expands resource offerings to youth,” said Carla Adams-Earl, The Life Advancement Center. 
A youth must be nominated by someone to gain admission to the program.  That "someone" includes self-nomination.  Once nominated, counselors help connect them to the services and support they need.  Currently there are 680 youth participating in the program.

The Colorado Juvenile Council is an organization formed in 1963 by a group of professionals from Juvenile Probation, Juvenile Parole and the Colorado Department of Institutions.  Membership now includes representatives from Law Enforcement, Social Services, Probation, Parole, Mental Health, Courts (Judges and Attorneys), Education, Youth Corrections, Residential Childcare, and Youth Alternative programs.

CJC's goal is to bring professionals from these entities together to network and share information to better serve Colorado youth.  CJC holds an annual conference in May to facilitate the interchange of information.  The highlight of this conference is the award banquet, which honors four youth selected from throughout the state and awards scholarships to acknowledge their efforts.  Professional awards are also presented to youth workers, a youth program, program administrator, support staff and a volunteer.  AYO is proud to be this year's recipient of the "Program of the Year" award.




#

#

#

Photo Caption: Sgt. Graham Dunne, Aurora Police Department and AYO Steering Committee member, presents Kathie Snell, Aurora Mental Health Center’s Deputy Director, Family Services with the program of the year award for AYO
For more information contact: 

Vicki Scott, AYO, Program Manager, 303 617-2611

or Cindy Bohl. Aurora Mental Health Center, Public Relations, 303 617-2373
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